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Rice at last session by. 


: the convenient “device of ‘an investigating 


The. investigation, such as it 
semasphae 


‘and’ the committee ‘will 


how slants om 

pt mass of legislation relating to this 

Pies Si leieacipeites eatoestie 
the sinister purpdses of the majority, that it 
isa question whether, the prospect of nothing 
is. not, quite as. cheering as anything we 
should have reason to expect from further 
action. : But if the Legislature is coming to- 
gether next week with: nothing in particular 
to do outside of e ‘routine measures, or 
with no likelihopd of doing anything of con- 
sequence beyond “electing. a successor: of 


Senator Kannan, | and if the one important 


duty before it canonly be disposed of by de- 
voting a ‘special «session to the purpose, the 
query . recurs “with increased’ emphasis 


‘| whether itis. worth -while to. keep: on 


‘ux Traks Uptown @ffiee--No. yor thiaatah 

Bay ur faycrt nai Mk aarp of ‘The Parisian, 
Ne. 9 Rue Seribe. iS. 

THE ‘Tuses je on sale inLondon at No. 440 Strand, W, 
GQ, by Henry F, Gillig & Co,,and at Mr. Stevens's, No. 4 
Trafalgar-square.’ 
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This morhing Tre Daruy Tocesteonsists of 
TwELve PAcges, Hvery news-dealer is bound 
to:deliver the paper in its complete form, and 
Giny failure to do $0 should'be reported af the 
publication office. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_———— 

* The Signal Service Bureau reporttindicates 
for. to-day, inthis region, rain: amd. enow, 
— north-east to north-west winds, falling followed 

- by rising barometer, followed during the night 
by partly cloudy and slightly colder weather. 
—_—_—————— 


WILL THE LEGISLATURE DO. ANY- 
THING ? 
A bicsadbatal member of the State, Legisla- 


bare is credited ‘with the statement that the 


coming session is likely to be a very quiet 
one, and thatso far as he can yjudge no 
special matter of importance will be ‘taken 
up. He inds evidence of, far ‘less -in- 
terest in the freight question than a year 
ago, and therefore has no reason for suppos- 
ing there'will be a renewal ofthe struggle 
for ‘the regulation of railroad, traffic: “In 
regard to this particular question he is very 
likely right. We are to have the same Senate 
that refused last Winter to pass the Anti- 
Discrimination bill, and there is no reason to 
expect that.it will be less under the influence 
of the railroads than it wasthen. The reve- 
tations ‘of the Hepburn ‘investigation were 
fresh, and the public mind was aroused on 
the subject of the abuses of railroad manage- 
ment, A vigorous fight, was made, members 
. were foreed upon record eas to their attitude 

_ on the question, and ‘the, result was a defeat 
of the measures of the Hepburn committee 
to which the railroads thought it worth while 
* 40, make a determined opposition. It. will 
oe ee Lee oe another 
such ‘contest Winter, and if it 
could * be ag there would be little 
hope of better results, We hear less 
complaint than formerly about freight dis- 
criminations ,and. other arbitrary proceed- 
ings on the part of railroads. This: may be 


‘| Routine 


holding ‘regular ‘sessions every — year. 
~ (meapures can be « adopted 
for two. \yeate’. as Swell as for. one, 
Senators can be chosen a year in advance if 
necessary, and if ‘special sessions are. re- 
quired whenever, anything of first-rate im- 


_ portance’ isto be done, they can be calléd in 


the intervals of regular biennial . sessions. 
Perhaps, for, wantof anything more excit- 
‘ing, attention ‘might ‘be’ seriously. given: to 
the matter of askingthe people whether they 


really: want the: Legislature to meet every 


cy: ee AAT 
DUTIES OF RETIRED MEN, 

A capable and. mach-respected citizen of 
New-York . recently, refused an appointment 
to ‘public office on the'ground that he was ‘a 
retired man -of wealth and was unwilling 
to assume the burdens and responsibilities 
of the position offered him, ‘There was no 
pléa that he had not-the*health and strength 
necessary, but he, félt’ entitled to the ease 
which he had won; and his’sense of duty to 
the public was not-sufficient to induce himto 
sacrifice it.’ The spitit displayed by this gen- 
tleman isvery common with our-retired citi- 
zens, and it is:not. essentially different: from 
that which they have shown in their years 
of activity. “New-York ‘affords exceptional 
opportunities to men pf energy and sagacity 
to acquire comfortable fortunes long before 
their active powers fail them. During the 
process ‘they aré apt:to be absorbed in busi- 
ness, and to give little heed to the manage- 
ment of» public affairs. and the numerous 
calls upon pablic spirit which are made in 
every great’ city, If they subscribé some- 
what, liberally. when. solicited in be- 
half of philanthropic objects or scheme 
calculated, to, promote. the general well- 
being, they \seem, to: think their whole 
duty done without ‘any personal action or 
effort outside Of their private concerns. They 
leaye to. pot- house politicians and_, profées- 
sional. self-seekers the task of parceling 
public offices among themselves, and regard 
with apathetic ‘disgust ‘the mismanagement 
which. results in filthy and ill-paved streets, 
neglected. and ‘dilapidated parks, and a 
shabby water-front... They put up with the 
inconvenience and annoyance end pay the 
exorbitant’ taxes: ‘with an impatient shrug, 
but will not exert. their, power to remedy 


. year, 


equipage; posstbly his cultivated tastes, and 
the pleasures of genteel society. He still 


lets things go, anit the ever-active politicians 


‘be catalan by similar men and # revolu- 
tion: wrought. in administration 
which would give ‘us the results of good 


government at a far less price than we pay | 


for those of bad government. — It lies with | 


the business men, active and retired, and the , 


honest and intelligent citizens of New-York |) 
to redeem the Metropolis from. the misrule 
by which it is disgraced whenever they 
‘choose to exert themselves ‘und do sete 
whole amy. pt ' 

| ercrrneeronoetareareererereranets arr ' 
WHAT: WE HAVE DONE FOR THE 

WORLD. 

Rich but -sélfish—that\ is the: latest Old 
World opinion of this Yankee Nation. The 
London Spectator assures us that. oir Repub- 
lic is prosperous: beyond. any, historic pre- 
cedent; that.our. economic condition is 
marvelous. . Bat though this is,.a just 
source ot pride ‘to our people, the ‘* Ameri- 
“cans must not forget that ‘much ‘of their 
brimming prosperity is purchased at a heavy 
moralyprice.”’». What is this price? - Simply 
this: That we refuse to be generous in order 
that we may beeome rich: “Let us give this 
English moralist the benefit. of quotation: 

“They do less for the world involving ‘self-saeri- 
fice—deliberately do less—than any great people in 
it, unless it be the Germans, who may fairly plead 
that. their givantic armaments, if they produce un- 
rest, still save Europe: from’ the ambition dlike of 
Gaul and’ Slav: The American ‘Union ‘is. rich be- 
yond compare; first. because it inherited the rich- 
est estate but one in the world; and secondly, be- 
cause it spends so little of the national fortune on 
either Army. or Navy; . because it refuses to main- 
tain .order in any Asiatic dependency; because it 
looks on the struggles of the Old World with thé 
half-amused glance of an indifferent, spectator. It 
has the strongest, the freest, and the most prosper 


ous of peoples within its borders: but no nation in - 


bonds looks upward to the Great Republic for 
aid, no straggling people turns to her. fleet with 
longing, no perishing race so much .as hopes that 
the Western rifle ‘will drive away the oppressor. 

One American shell would. liberate the Armenians, 
but it will not be fited: : The ‘world may die of de- 
spair for W nm. ‘The most generous indi- 
vidually of races. will, collectively strike no blow 
for foreign freedom, send no fieet, issue even.no 
command. * * *: Weknow,of no. great service 
she has done to mankind, except in offering the 
distressed a home—and that repays: her. , Yet, with 
her necessary. disinterestedness, and her magnifi- 
cent resources, and her detached policy, the Union 
might often be the best’ of arbiters, might arrest a 
war, and hurry :on\ a work of merey to man: 
kind “like the. erasure of the ». Sultanet, 
She, however, does nothing, even’ on her 
own . continent, where . State. after . State 
is rotting down or falling back from civilization, 
unaided, unguided, and uncontrolled by the mighty 
people who) claim to be, and are, distinctively “the 
Americans,’ and who endlessly accumulate “the 
strength they use politically only for, themselves. 
The Union does not even insist on order in Mexico, 
will not keep forces sufficient to; secure full free- 
dom to hér-own black citizens, and allows* wars to 
go. onin the Southern Sontinent which she could 
stop Witha word. It will not, we: believe, always 
beso, Wedonot conceive it possible for sd great 
a State always torremain isolated, as if in another 
planet, or to refuse to bear its share in the burden 
impoged by nine shandred: millions upon less than 
two hundred; but up to to-day America has sought 
and gained her own happiness by indifference to 
that of the inhabitants of the remainder of the 
world.” 

All this is but the familiar maxim nobdlesse 
oblige expanded and applied. To be. noble, 
rich, powerful, obliges’ one to. act. nobly, 
give generously, and use one’s strength for 
the good of others—that’ is the theory. 
The safest way with maxims is to turn them 
about, and make them say the other thing, 
for they are mostly lies. Voblesse odlige is no 
exception to the rule. The possession of 
blessings most certainly does not confer the 
obligation to bestow them upon others. When 
giving becomes obligatory human life will’ 
have lost its grace and beauty, Alms-giving 


on compulsion is no longer charity, but tex- 
ation or a detestable Communism. If aman 
believes that all alms-giving is wrong in prin- 
ciple, he has a right to his opinion, and to cali 
him niggardly and hard-hearted: for acting 
on it is sheer bigotry. As to‘ the protection 
of the ‘weak against the\strong, or of honest 


folk against rogues, that’is something which 


organized political societies undertake for the 
convenience of their° own members. The 
sphere of legal. restraint and penalty -is 
purely domestic. A Government can and 
must interfere with force in’ quarrels be- 
tween individuals or groups of individuals 
within’ ite own borders, But between two 


and ‘scowling discontent, we. 
have spared “her , possible revolutions that 
might have sent more than one crown rolling 
in the dust. And when we think upon the 
growth of constitutional gévernment during 
the -present century, and how Kings have 


‘leaned to wish that their subjects may be 


happy, not merely Obedient, we are fain to 
believe. that our’ example has helped “the 
good work (+) 


| teat earn 
AGNOSTICISM IN COLLEGES. 


Princeton ‘is, perhaps, the leading Ameri- 


can college where the atmosphere is religious, 
but. Amherst, Williams, Trinity, Oberlin, 
Bowdoin; and other colleges, similarly founded 
as the teaching centres of a particular denomi- 
nation, impress strongly upon their students 
the religious systeny which they were created 
to maintain, Asa rule, the smaller colleges 


| are religious. institutions, and aim to advance 


a certain type of religious thought, often re- 
gardless of thé basis in philosophy upon which 
all'thought rests. : The tendency in these minor 
American colleges is to dogmatism and intel- 
leotual narrowniess. "There is too much relig- 
ion; too little philoadphy. They. may. be free 
from agnosticism, but. thig freedom, is’. pur- 
chased at the expense of energetic: thinking 
and mental integrity... Students in. these col- 
leges have to reach a different basis of thought 
when they face the. problems of religion and 
philosophy in actual life, 

The larger universities, like Harvard and 
Yale, escape this limitation because they are in 
@ sense the microcosm of the life of the outer 
world. ‘They stand, in fact, to the whole coun- 
try somewhat as Oxford and Cambridge stand 
to.all England: No qnestion disturbs ‘the life 
of Great Britain which is not felt at’ these cen- 
tres'of éducation, The literary, political, and 
religious questions of the day are as keenly 
watched and as ly discussed at Oxford 
and Cambridge as Parliament of at. other 
centrés of power. To a certain extent the 
same. is. true of Harvard and Yale, What Dr. 
PEABODY, or President Extot, or Prof. Gray 
have.to say. on political, philosophfeal, or re- 
ligiouws.. questions is never confined: within 
acadéemioc:walls. ‘The students feel the impulse 
of these leaders, but the Nation feels it also. 
What Dr, ‘Wootsry, or. Dr. Fisner, or Presi- 
derit  Porrer ‘have to say at Yale on the 
same -dlass.-of questions, though addressed 
in . .the indtance to  ‘thek’ \own 
students, is: eagerly - read by  intelli- 
gent men everywhere. In ‘some respects, 
as President Bascom. states with much force 
in a thoughtful paper on‘ Atheiam.in Ameri- 
can Colleges,” in the January issue of the 
North American Review, our own. institutions 
are better prepared than Oxford and Cambridge 
to meet the #xceptional phase of thought found 
in the produeé of’ the application of the scien- 
tific method to psychological problema, More 
than half a century; ago President Mansa, of 
the University: of Vermont, initiated the study 
of COLERIDGE In America, and since then the. 
intuitional philosophy has always had the pre- 
ceden¢e in’our chief dentres of education. Kanr 
and CoLgripes hive been in seats of ‘honor, 
and HeGEn, the patent of the Concord School 
of ‘Philosophy, though rapidly coming to 
dominate, philosophical thinking in this 
country, belongs to the same philosophical 
succession., In the nglish universities 
ARISTOTLE has. not only seemed to crowd 
PLATO to the wall, but to offer little resistance 
to the sensational school as represented by 
Locks, Humz, Mut, and Spzncer. The way 
‘bas been open for the rising school of agnostic 


quatreling nations, or in the internal affairs ’| . 


of any ation, it ought not to interfere, 
otherwise than amicably, except where its 
own interests dre directly involved... It is 
very fine todrive away the ‘oppressor from 
reacting me 
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own place, ‘The fresher and. larger study of 
in our insti- 
‘tutions of learning is the duty of the hour. - 
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LOOK FOR YOURSELVES, GENTLEMEN. 


One of the: curiosities of - the .court-room 


matter, This long ago went ont of use. But 
recently. something of the same sort is steadily 
creeping ‘into vogue’ in the. management of 
jury trials. Danie. Wes7er is narrated to 
have employedit with good effect,  Itis every 
day practice, in paterit catises,.to cover the 
tables with models of the rival inventions, In 
one instance Kurvs CaoaTe,made an argu- 
ment of, say, three; days—a day more or less 
was very little matter to him—to. convince the 
jury that the car-wheél sold by defendant was 
radically,. intrinsically, and indubitably differ- 
ent from that patented -by the plaintiff. Wxs- 


‘STER arose to answer, and the jurors tustled 


unéasily in their seats, settling themselves for 
another three days. But he ‘simply tilted the 
two modéls upon the table in the jurors’ 
sight, fixed his great, magnetic eyes upon the 
entire twelve atonce, and said: ‘’ Gentlemen 
of the jury, there are the wheels; lookjat.’em,”” 
Verdict: for the plaintiff, on the, This 
method of asking the ‘jury to look” for them- 
selves saves trouble to’ counsel, dohcuiass ne- 
cessity of paying fees to experts, and what is 
perhaps its highest: recommendation, often af- 
fords immense entertainment to the miscella- 
neous assemblage which throngs a city court- 
room. In London, not long ago, a young lady 
who had been thrown out of her pony-earriage 
and badly hurt,sued for damages, She'proved 
that she had visited a menagerie, and that; af- 
ter the show was over she came out and took 
seat in her carriage to return home, At the 
moment of her starting, and without giving 
any sufficient time for visitors to drive sway, 
the. menagerie people came . forth, leading 
the elephant into the open street; and shouting, 
‘* Take care, the, elephant is coming,’ ‘The 
young lady’s horse was gentle and well trained, 
and would not ‘have objected toa camel, a 
giraffe, ora kangaroo, bub an-intelligent car- 
riage horse must draw the line somewhere, and 
this one drew it at: elephants. He shied, 
reared, upset the carriage, threw out the fair 
driver, and broke for home. . On:this proof the 
lady’s lawyers thought they had a good case. 
But’ the: menagerie man subpanaed the ele~ 
phant, and the little pet was led into court, and 
the jury were asked to observe. for themselves 
what.a docile; gentle, unterrifying creature it 
was. The damsel’s lawyers. hadinot the wit 
to bring the horse into court.and allow the 
jury to seehim shy and rear and break for 
home, and accordingly they were ignominiously 
beaten. 

It is not to: be denied that this new practice 
is slightly incongruous with the American sys- 
tem of allowing an appeal or a motion for a 
new trial. Suppose plaintiff is suing. for the 
price of a horse he sold to defendant, and the 
defendant says that the horse he bought was 
warranted sound, while the one delivered was 


just dying with epizooty, . Upon old-fashioned” 


ways each party would send a farrier or horse 
jockey to examine the beast; these experts 
would describe. his condition to the jury ; the 
jury would decide according to the testimony ; 
and the testimony itself would be written out 
by stenographers and laid before any court af- 
terward asked. to.review the verdict, Under 
the modern rule of ‘* Look for yourselves, gen- 
tlemen,” the reason of things requires that the 
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of the heads of ‘the’ fainily.’ There was only 


 citcumstantial evidence to connect the accused 


with the burglary... Ons,of the.circumstances 
was' that he hadpawned a ring; if: the’ ring 
pawned could beidentified with the ring stolen, 
he:was evidently guilty. Now the:ring, before 
the burglary, bore an inscription of the names, 
the date of ‘the. wedding, &c: Wo such in- 
scription was obvious upon the ring pawred; 
but the District Attorney contended’ that one 
had been effaced by the prisoner. He exhibited 
the ring to the jury, and they were allowed to 
inspect it through ‘9 magnifying glass to see 
for themselves whether there were not traces of 
an inséription ’ effaced,’. The full bencn: of 
Judges said that this “was correct.’ And they 
argued the case by dilemma. : Hither the glass 
arigmented the natural power of the eye, or it 
did not. Ef it did; it woulii assist the jury in the 
inspection, If itdia not, using it could do no 
harm, i ue f 
eebee peepee 
OAN CELIBACY: BE. BXCUSED? 

So many and so uniform’. are the homilies 
uttered by tongue. and pen on the beauty and 
benison of marriage that the inference is em- 
phasized that celibacy is' without compensation. 
‘Young men are continually advised. and urged,’ 
privately and publicly, to take a wife, the sup- 
position being,’ whether erroneous or not, that 
young women are very willing to. be taken 
under almost any circumstances. The postu- 


‘late . that. marriage is always» desirable is- 


obviously false. “It is only desirable when 
such. conditions, éxist. for’ and between the 
couples as are far from common; and fre- 
quently unattaimable.. The prospect.of connu- 
bial misery would seem tobe quite as good as 
the prospect of connubial -happiness, and. no 
amount of foresight: or discretion will insure 
any pair against sharp ‘disappointuient and 
bitter discontent. Everybody is aware of this 
—it is little less than: a truism—and:yot on all 
sides. preachments resound‘ in favor: of« uni- 
versal matrimony. 

Are the preachers maligndnts in disguise t 
By no means. They are benevolent enough, 
but they talk without knowledge and advise’ 
without experience. . They think, because mar- 
riage is natural, that it .must be beneficial, , 
when its possible benefit dépends solely on the. 
mutual fitness of those who undertake it, and. 
on'the character-of, their surroundings... They 
advocate the conjugal lottery without remem- 
bering ite numberless blanks, as as. they are 
called, though a conjugal blank. is something 
much worse. When a prize is not drawn, woe 
is very likely to come in. ite stead. . Celibacy 
is a: thousand times. better than .an inhar- 
monious “marriage, and. -, certainly. safer. 
than the most promising ‘union; Celibacy is 
at worst only» an ‘abeesice of potential 
comforts and joys; marriage at worst is the 
sum of human wretchedness, and; as it usually 
is, is very different from the romantic notions 
formed of it. From its supreme. reality, its 
inevitable matter of fact; its endless prosaic 
details, it is as faras it well ‘can be from the 
ideal, It has its advantages, of course, and 
many of them, when: it. is ‘propitious ; but it 
has, under the most favorable circumstances, 
its disadvantages also. _Much may be said in 
its hehoof, though: the ‘fairest life ever turned 
to the sun has its shadowed side: 

So with celibacy, “A déallof censure may be 
d upon it, and sightly ;; but it has its 
recompense. Many persons do not wish to be 
married, and those anxious 
to be—are not fitted for the’ state. Good wife- 
hoodor: true husbandship- is .not. inherited 
with birth; nor dves it appertain.to the multi- 
tude. Those whé cannot livaalone cannot aa 


pronounce 


individuality. "The best wives and the: best 


husbands are doubtless they who, witha varia- : 
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ing the past féw motiths, from reliable statistics, tt 
seems that quites trade has sprung up ii the same 
direction, ‘and that the busitiess of shipping the 
celery-eating duck and “the diamond backs” from 
Baltimore to London and Paris promises’ to be an 
extensive and profitable ‘oné. ‘The shipment ot 
Western game has also been rapidly on the in 
orease during the past few seasons. .Chicago and 
St. Louis. seem at present to control the trade. 
From both ‘these points large quantities of wild 
turkeys, quail, and prairie clifiokens have been sent 
to England during the past month orsix weeks. It 
is expected, from orders already received, that the 
eonsignments from both cities during the Winter 
Will reach not less than. $2,500,000; not a bad 
showing when it is remembered that the trade i 


yet in its infancy, 
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Some of the gentlemen in different parts of 
the. country who have. displayed so much anxiety 
to be appointed messengers’ to carry the Electoral 
certificates of their States to Washington, and who 
failed to receive the position, may find some small 
satisfaction in the knowledge that their successful 
rivals have’ in ‘the majority of éasés been bitterly 
disappointed in regard to the pay allowed for the 
service. After all recent. Presidential elections the 
compensation allowed messengers was twenty-five 
eents a mile for every mile traveled in going to 
and: from “Washington. During its» lsat sea 
sion, however, Congress altered: the. law in 
regard to messéngers by. providing that. their com- 
pensation be only twenty-five caénts.a mile for the 
‘distance traveled from their houses to Washington, 
the . return journey being left to thelr own re« 
sources; None of thé géntlemen-who officiated as 
WMisssengers seemed to know of this change, and all 
of them who appeared at the Treasury Department 
to réceive their pay expressed more or less annoy- 
ance. Indeed, some of them were so iidignant 
that they made: themselves ridiculous by declaring 
that. the. department. was attempting to de 
frand them. Other gentlemen, notably those 
from, the -South-wess.. and West, seemed. to 
have had . the ‘most. pecniiar notions ag 
to: the ‘ best .means of” reaching, Washington, 
and. expressed themselves as being terribly out- 
raged when assured by the Treasury officials 
that the law provided only ‘for the payment of 
thelr mileage by the most direct route; and that it 
they chose to come to the capital by. way of 
Canada, Niagara Falls, the Thousand Islands, Bos- 
ton, New-York, and Philadelphia they would be 
obliged to pay for the pleasant little detour out of 
their own pockets. \ It is ndticeable: in this con- 
nection that the messengers from these States 
lave as. yet been. paid Mr > Astor, 
from New-York, has. performed the. daty 
required of him, but has .not..asked for 
pay. The. Oregon, messenger lad, ‘at. latest ac- 
counts, not yet appeared, and the representative 
from Georgia, seeming with good reason to have 
doubted whether the blunders of the Electors 
there would be. overlooked and their votes ac- 
cepted, sent on the certificates by mail, The re- 
deipt given to the messengers by Vice-President 
Wheeler is one of even more than characteristic 
caution, It sets forth simply that there has been 
“ Received from , Claming to be a messenger 
to deliver the same,a sealed package, purporting 
te contain... certificate of .the vote: given for 
President and Vice-President of the United States 
by the. Electors of the State of ———, alleged to 
have been elected Nov. 2, 1880."’. 1¢ will be difficult 
for the most adroit of the Democratic tricksters to 
make any capital out of such an acknowledgment. 

rr 

Tn his paper on the adulteration of food pre 
sented before the. National Board of Trade 
Washington, Mr..G, W.-Wasnme, of, London, has 
furnished . a: more’ oonservative and temperate 
view of the subject, in Great Britain at. ipast, than 
is usual on.such occesions. He has found m the 
course of his investigations in British centres. of 
trade that the instances of adulteration of dietetic 
staples with jugredients detrimental to health are 
comparatively few, not more than 2 or 90 such 
cases having come under his observation during 
fiye years of active inquiry,;. The adulteration of 
wines and liquors he finda to be mostly carried on 
with agents no more injurious than water, and the 
same tule applies to milk. He sounds a note ot 
Warning, however, as tothe consumption of milk 
from diseased animals, which {a as applicable here 


‘ad if is in Great Britain, and perhaps more 80; but 
> dows apea ve diseases and the modes of 
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